The Bloomfield Board of Education has established the goal of long-range financial planning both as an independent district and as the possibility of combining with other neighboring district(s). The goal of our school is to provide the best education possible which takes a combination of human as well as financial and other tangible resources. 

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SURVEY. IT IS ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGH OUR SCHOOL WEB PAGE AT www.bloomfieldschools.net THE RESULTS FROM THIS SURVEY ARE ANONYMOUS AND WILL PROVE  INVALUABLE IN PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE.

The need for Long range financial planning for the school district was based on the following circumstances:

· Declining Student Enrollment

· Continually increasing assessed valuations

· Continually decreasing state aid

· Infrequent operation utilizing voter approved override of the state property tax rate limitation and possible use in the future

· Condition/adequacy of the high school facility and existing elementary and gym facilities 

· Declining population(s) in the community and neighboring communities

Other Factors influencing long-range planning in addition to those listed above would be:

· The concept of a county-wide jr-sr high school facility

· Potential revenue from a proposed Mega Wind Farm to be located mainly in the Wausa and Bloomfield school districts.

Your assistance is extremely important to help the board of education determine the best direction to pursue, helping ensure a school system that will foster a competitive atmosphere, promote educational excellence, provide the latest in technology, and be able to adapt to a changing future.

We have seen evidence of change every year. Each year it seems to be more evident in some areas than others. Some of the facts as we know them have a direct and significant bearing on the decision making process, both as a board of education, school system, parents and members of the community.

Before taking the survey as a parent, staff member, patron, business person or Ag producer, consider some of the major factors which influence our decision making as a school board, administration, staff, parents, patrons, etc., are:

· a gradual decline in community populations

· a gradual decline in county-wide school enrollment figures

· increased assessed valuations

· increased demands on educational accountability on the state and federal levels

· a shortage of teachers in core subject areas

· an ever-changing economy 

· changing job opportunities requiring different training

· aging, sometimes out of date facilities needing significant renovation and code updating requirements

· yearly significant fixed costs increases

Before taking the survey, make your decisions based on the premise, WHAT IS BEST FOR OUR KIDS.  
A. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Do you have children enrolled in the Bloomfield, Wausa School district?
        Y___ 
No___
2. If answered “Yes” to the above question, check the appropriate grade level.
______Pre K-3

______4 – 6

______7 – 8

______9 – 12

3. Please check your age group.

_____Under 21
_____21 – 30

_____30 – 40


_____40 – 50
_____50 – 60

_____over 60

4. Did you attend School in this district?
_____Yes

_____No

B. FINANCE
5. When considering the amount of funding and subsequent property tax asking necessary to deliver and sustain the array of course offerings currently in place at Bloomfield Community Schools, please rate in order of most important to least important, (1 being most important)  the following: 
Extra-curricular activities
         Core Subjects

Non Core Classes            lower

Sports, Speech, Drama,
        Math, Reading,etc
Business, FCCLA, Ag.   property
Music activities





Industrial Arts                  taxes


     _____
                 
    _____

      _____                      _____
C. FACILITY

6. Our facilities are aging, especially the high school. Once you pursue renovating an existing structure, you must conform to codes on the local, state and federal levels. Do you feel the district should pursue renovating the old high school to bring it up to code, focusing on improving in the areas of energy efficiency, security & safety and to incorporate the latest technology as an integral part of the facility?

_____Yes

_____No
_____undecided

7. Based on the same scenario presented in question # 6, Do you feel the district should pursue building a new jr-sr high school incorporating the required and latest codes, maximizing the latest in energy efficient concepts, structuring rooms, security features and technology in every aspect of the facility to promote maximum efficiency and promote 21st century learning and its various concepts for years to come?

_____Yes

_____No
_____undecided

D. ACADEMIC CONSIDERATIONS

8. Do you feel a school district should provide educational opportunities or services for individuals in grades K-12 in the following areas?

Strongly




      No

Agree

Agree 

Disagree
Comment

Preschool Programs
_____

--------

   --------
    _____

Parenting Classes

_____

--------

   --------
    _____

Vocational Classes

Computer Drafting

Welding, electronics

Ag and FCCLA classes
_____

--------

   --------
    _____

Vocational Classes

Business, Computer

Technology, accounting
_____

--------

   --------
    _____

Fine Arts (speech,

Drama, vocal, 

Instrumental)

_____

--------

   --------
    _____

Health & Wellness

(Community fitness

Center)


_____

--------

   --------
    _____

Provide space for

Meetings such as 

Community activities,

Etc. GED classes

_____

--------
         --------
    _____

9. Do you feel that smaller classes (1-5 students) do not promote opportunities for academic competitiveness and stimulation?


    

         _____               _____                 _____               _____

10. In the event that class sizes become small, are you willing to combine with another school or schools to be able to better provide the services listed in #8, still trying to maintain class sizes as recommended by the state as being ideal (10 – 20 students)?

_____

--------
         --------
    _____

11. Given the physical size of our current district, in the event that we were to combine with another district, what is the maximum length of time that elementary or secondary students should ride on a bus?

30 minutes______
45minutes_______
60 minutes_______

12. As districts get smaller in numbers, what do you feel is the minimum number of students per class in the elementary before considering combining classes?
_____ 1-5 students
_____ 5-10 students
_____10-15 students

13. If districts were to combine, what do you feel is the maximum number of students per class in the elementary that should be handled by 1 teacher before an aid or additional teacher are needed?
_____ 15-20 students
_____ 20-30 students
_____30 or more students

14. What do you feel are the minimum number of students per class for grades 7-12, considering cost of the teacher, academic competitiveness and need for each class, (required or elective)?
_____ 1-5 students
_____ 5-10 students

_____10-15 students

15.  If districts were to combine, what do you feel is the maximum number of students per class for grades 7-12, considering cost of the teacher, academic competitiveness and need for the class, (required or elective)?
_____ 1-5 students
_____ 5-10 students

_____10-15 students

FUTURE CONCEPTS: (UNIFICATION OR CONSOLIDATION)
WHAT IS UNIFICATION: Unification is the process by which all districts involved combine their assessed valuations, creating one general fund for all involved to operate within, yet separate funds for each community’s site improvements for facilities kept open in each community. There would be one mega-school board with equal representation from each district involved as well as individual community school boards. Through the unification or (Inter-Local Agreement) process, each district involved would be able to keep as little or as much of their individual identities as mutually agreed upon up to the point at which the decision is made by districts involved through a special election in each community to construct a new facility or to place all students in grades 7-12 or 9-12 in one common facility.  Separate identities would no longer exist, requiring a new identity to be created in terms of school colors, name and mascot. Unification allows all involved to maintain as much of their individuality as possible.
WHAT IS CONSOLIDATION: Consolidation is a process by which all schools involved combine their assessed valuations, possibly maintain satellite schools in their respective communities for a specified period of time and or construct part or all of a new K-12 facility at a mutually agreed upon site. Separate identities will no longer exist, requiring a new identity to be created in terms of school colors, name and mascot. 
For Questions 16-19, base your decision on the premise that the mega wind farm will go through, providing enough funds to take care of what is covered in those questions.
16. Should our school district continue to operate for as long as the voters will approve the yearly proposed tax asking, the possibility of smaller class sizes and numbers in athletics and other activities in the years to come and continue to maintain our existing facilities as repairs are needed, all this baring any mandatory changes set forth by the state legislature dealing with total K-12 numbers which would mandate changes?

Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______

17. Should our school district consider possible unification or consolidation with another district or districts which could provide overall better opportunities in academic and other related course offerings and extra curricular activities?

Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______

18. In the event that we were to combine with another district(s) in some way, shape or form, knowing the condition and age of our current facilities could you support the concept of maintaining an elementary in each district and combine grades 7-12 in a newly constructed common facility somewhere between the communities involved. 

Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______



19. Could you support the concept of constructing a new facility for grades K-12, using the same scenario as in question # 18?

Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______


For questions 20-24, base your decisions on the premise that the Mega Wind Farm will not become a reality. We would be operating on the present economic conditions, possible decreasing student numbers, relying on property taxes, state and federal aid and aging facilities. What would be best for our students?
20. Should our school district continue to operate for as long as the voters will approve our tax   asking, possible needing to use another levy override,  eventually having smaller classes, and needing to maintain or update our present facilities?

Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______


21. Do you feel that unification or consolidation with another district or districts could provide a better opportunity to maintain an overall quality selection of educational programs, a wider selection of extra-curricular opportunities, and the ability to be competitive in all areas of the educational process?

Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______


22. Knowing the shape of our current facilities, utilizing either the unification or consolidation option, could you support the concept of maintaining an elementary in each district and combine grades 7-12 in a newly constructed common facility somewhere between the other district or districts involved?
Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______


23. In stead of maintaining separate facilities in each community or communities, could you support the concept of constructing a new K-12 facility somewhere between the other district or districts and Bloomfield?
Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______


24. In the event that the districts involved unified or consolidated, do you feel that if any part of the school were moved to a neutral site between the communities involved, the community would loose its identity and the town would die?

Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______


25. Finally, with or without a mega wind farm and its potential proceeds, possibly facing declining  enrollment, aging facilities needing periodic repairs and possible code updates, etc., do you feel that what we are presently doing is good for now and in the future?

Yes_______

No_______
Undecided_______


COMMENTS:

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
